Dr. Charles Wesley Blanton went to be with his Lord on January 20, 2008. He was
born May 24, 1939 in Leonard, Texas. Preceded in death by first wife, Gayla
Blanton, parents, J.O. and Ruby Blanton and sister Juadeen Dolph. Survived by his
wife, Judith Bobbitt Blanton, son and daughter-in-law Dan Blanton and Maura
Nolan, daughter and son-in-law Jennifer and Michael Burks, grandchildren Ruby
and Preston; sister SuLaine Dekkers and family; mother-in-law Uralesd,
brother-in-law Dan Farell and family; along with many loving nephews, nieces
aunts, cousins, colleagues, and friends. Charlie graduated from Comnggice Hi
School in 1957 and from East Texas State University with a BS, MS and EdD. He
lettered in football at both institutions and in college competed in tmgérane

Bowl games. The love of sports led him to be an excellent coach and servant in the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Devoting 45 years of his professionablitsarn-

ing and teaching, he served as a teacher, coach, and principal in sevesaldDalla
schools, and a principal at Newman Smith HS in Carrollton ISD. At the unwersit
level Charlie was a professor of Educational Leadership at Texas Wodanés-

sity, Dallas Baptist University, and Texas A&M-Commerce. Charlie araold East
Texas country boy who came to the big city to get people to see the rehllitiessi

in an opportunity. He had a constant thirst for knowledge. Charlie was invalved i
numerous organizations, including Association of Secondary School Pringigals a
Council of Professors of Educational Administration Leadership. He was preside
of the Association of Texas Educators, Dallas School Administragsscdfation

and Executive Secretary Emeritus of Texas Council of Professidttucation Ad-
ministration. He professed his faith in Jesus Christ at a young ageasrallong-

time member, deacon and teacher at First Baptist Church of Dallas.d\codeic-

tor of all things having to do with Texas and Southwest History, he had a ftove fo
the Texas Rangers and anything western. Charlie’s collections includdidgesi

and first edition historical documents and books. This hobby led Charlie to be an
active member and leader of the Texas Historical Foundation. Charle bvgsnan
with a big heart to match. He loved many things, but his main love was for people.
He was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and mentor to his scofestiof ec
friends. Charlie is missed terribly, but his memory is secure in thesledahose

who knew him, sat under his tutelage, or simply called him friend.

Dr. Blanton cracking up Dr. Casey Brown (I) and Daroline The wise and wonderful Dr. Charlie
Vornberg (r) at last year's PDK banquet. Blanton. We will miss you, and al-
ways remember, it's “improvement,”
not merely “change.”



Linda White of Tisinger, Mesquite ISD Nancy Slaughter

Dean Hill of Townview, Dallas ISD

Steve Pardue & his lovely wife Sherry of Plano West
Bernice Tuley of Clayborn, Forney ISD

Reception speaker Frank Winstead Lucy Mavrokordatos Fred Lockwood




Wal-Mart’s Teacher-of-the-Year nominees were hod@eTAMU-C’s PDK anniversary banquet. From lefty Roberson, Margie

Robinson and Christy Althouse.

Artruemese Jones of Thomas Edison, Dallas

Ellen Stamp of Holy Cross Lutheran
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PDK'’s Chapter 101 honored nominees for teacher of the year asfpiue
chapter’s 50th anniversary celebration. On Nov. 9, 2007, a receptidmeldbat
the Mesquite Metroplex center for nominees of Wal-Mart'sttenof the year
program from schools in the A&M-Commerce service area. Fydimistead, a
national speaker and author on teachers who make a differeneeagaout-
standing presentation at the ceremony and displayed his exteadiection of
historical educational artifacts. Winstead was teachehefyear and principal
of the year in Mississippi early in his career and nowakpet conventions
across the country. Music for the reception was provided &yfltite quartet
from Texas A&M-Commerce’'s music department. PDK Chapter 10§ wa
founded on July 19, 1957, by Dr. H. M. Lafferty.
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Fellow Kappans:

At this time of the year, we are “heating wpir scholarly
pursuits, our teaching, and reflections on caraedsstudents’
needs.

PDK needs your reflections on our chaptewéis and
focus; as such, we would encourage your activegjzation
in the three spring activities. The spring workshalb feature
presenters who have something for teachers (aggricur-
rent) and for administrators (aspiring & currefifere will
be an induction on Tuesday and Wednesday evenirige a
end of February; come and bring your friends! Irikpve
are planning to have the spring banquet, whictufeatour
award winners and scholarship recipients.

Phi Delta Kappa is the preeminent educatagamization,
and your recruiting, resources and reflectionsdafaitely
what it takes to make us even stronger. | look fodito see-
ing you at one or all of our spring activities! don’t remem-
ber your name, please reintroduce yourself!

Sincerely,
Dr. Caroline Vornberg, President

Sign up to
become a member
today and enjoy

the many valuable
PDK publications,
research and
fellowship.




