Dr. Mike Moses will speak to PDK mem- Moses has served in Texas public educa-
bers about “Moving Texas Education tion for more than 25 years. From 1995 to
Forward” at the Mesquite Metroplex Cen- 1999, Moses served as Texas Commis-
ter boardroom on Wednesday, Feb. 14, sjoner of Education, appointed twice by
2007, at 6:30 p.m. Mark your calendars then Governor George W. Bush. He is the
for this special treat. Seating is limited.  author and co-author of a number of arti-
cles on student performance, accountabil-
ity and teacher preparation and has given
more than 600 speeches to education,
business, civic and community groups.

Moses is the Meadows Visiting Distin-
guished Professor of Educational Leader-
ship at Texas A&M-Commerce this year.
He has taught in a number of institutions
in Texas in the past but the majority of
his experience has been in the public
school setting where he served as a
teacher, assistant principal, principal, and
superintendent in high action districts
including Duncanville, Garland, Tatum,
La Marque and Lubbock ISDs.

Moses took the helm of Dallas ISD on
Jan. 1, 2001, as the 19th superintendent
the district. He spearheaded the success-
ful Jan. 19, 2002, school bond election.
One of the largest in the nation, the $1.37
billion capital improvement program in-
cludes renovations of existing schools

and the construction of 20 new schools.

Among awards Moses has received are
the Texas Business and Education Coali-
tion’s Distinguished Service Award and
Texas A&M University’s Golden Deeds
Award in Education.

Dr. Mike Moses

Immediately following Dr. Mike Moses’ Metroplex Boardroom. We will also be
speech to Texas A&M-Commerce’s PDK presenting last year's PDK Key Award to
chapter on Feb. 14, 2007, there will be a Dr. Arnold Oates.

new member initiation in the Mesquite
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Texas A&M University-Commerce’s Phi Delta Kappa @tea holds its annual Job Skills
Workshop on Saturday, April 21, 2007, at the MetsgMetroplex Center.

Do not miss this golden opportunity to learn insséerets and tips from the best of educa-
tion’s best. The workshop begins at 9 a.m. and tlreigh noon, and the best part is that it
is completely free of charge. More information ésvéng regarding presentations, topics and

speakers, so save the date and stay tuned.
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The Phi Delta Kappa Educational Foundation wabthe-
child of Dr. George Reavis, a former educator artbel
superintendent, when he left a major legacy to PDK
back in the 1970s. As a result, PDK has underta
many worthy projects to promote education over
years — one of the most visible is the PDK Fast:
back Series, which addresses many educational
sues in the form of short booklets. Each year Ka
pans are given the opportunity to make contribu-
tions to the foundation when they renew their an
nual dues. We urge each chapter member to coil....

ute at least $5 to the Foundation when you serydumn dues
We would like Chapter 101 to have 100 percent gigdtion
in the Foundation this year.
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Fellow Kappans:

The Phi Delta Kappa Educational Foundation is wenyor-
tant to the work of our organization. The foundatpyovides
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PDK provides its members with opportunities forfpesional
growth; settings for networking & collegiality; anehys to
serve education & their communities. Membership ais
cludes many benefits and provides access to scihiarand
services such as:

- ThePhi Delta Kappanournal - Service grants

- The PDK Connection newsletter - Professionalriasce

- The PDK online archives - Graduate fellowships
- The Teacher Connection - International travatgo
- The PDK annual conference and exhibit

- International travel tours

It is easy to sign up for membership online at:http
www.pdkintl.org/, and the $85 per year professianamber-
ship easily pays for itself.
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scholarships, publishes books, sponsors semindrmatitu-
tions, and supports other significant activities.

This year, our local chapter has set a goal of imeco
ing a 20/20 Club. More than half of all chapters
earned this recognition last year. We need your hel
in achieving this goal and becoming a chapter that
supports the good work of the Foundation.
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The international office sends the pledge cardsiann

0\‘}9 ally to each member. There are three options: a per
manent pledge to be paid with your membership

dues, a pledge for next year and a gift for tharyer a gift

for this year. To help achieve our chapter godis gnust be

at least $5. Please join me in our collective ¢$few support

the PDK Educational Foundation.

Sincerely,
Shellie Baird, Chapter Foundation Representative

Come to our next
meeting on March
27, 2007, at the
Vornbergs’ home
for dinner and
discussion. Find out
how you can volun-
teer for important
officer positions and
get involved!
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Our Phi Delta Kappa annual
banquet is back at Luigi's in

Rockwall, Texas, this year. It
is hard to beat the large private
room and the amazing Italian
cuisine.

In addition to fabulous food
and fellowship, new PDK
officers will be installed, and
chapter scholarships will be
awarded.

Other awards presented at this
festive occasion are the PDK

Service Keys, the
Distinguished Service Award,
and the Distinguished
Leadership Award.

The spring banquet begins at
6 p.m. on Thursday, May 3,
2007. To enjoy the food and
fun, reserve your spot no later
than April 12 by emailing

PDK President Dr. Caroline
Vornberg at
cvornberg@gmail.com
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Texas A&M-Commerce’s PDK chapter awards two $250
scholarships each year. Theadlinefor the undergraduate
and graduate scholarshipsfpril 1, 2007. Qualified gradu-
ate and undergraduate students must be curremrgtuich the
College of Education. Send your letter of interessumeé,
and recommendation letter to Dr. Joyce Miller axd®A&M
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University-Commerce, 2600 Motley Drive, Mesquitexas
75150. Dr. Miller can also be reached at 972-88277&r
joyce_miller@tamu-commerce.edu. See the local atidmal
PDK websites for more scholarship information: fittp
orgs.tamu-commerce.edu/pdk and http://www.pdkirgl.o

/1,0

Plan now to join the seven-day PDK educator-to-athrc
international tour of Finland, April 21-28, 2007.

Finland has emphasized the importance of educatiwe the
country gained its independence from Russia in 1BL7in
the last decade it has become an education superstalling
in global academic assessments. Schools in theatapel-
sinki, actually turn away visitors to prevent ovaedming
classrooms with curious foreign teachers and adnators.
The tour includes the following:

Take a close look at the teacher training prograthea
University of Helsinki. It's free, by the way. Firuit
how they do it from a Ministry of Education offiti@ne
hint: Education is so well regarded that the countr
spends one-fifth of its budget on it.

Visit one of Finland’s early childhood programs atist
cover why Finnish educators spend very little tioheei-
plining students. Incidentally, children don’t $thermal
education until age six, one of the latest begigriges
among industrialized countries.

Go behind the scenes at a polytechnical schoolavher
Finns teach future scientists and engineers toisthgnt

of the international demand for highly trained gssion-
als in these fields.

For more information on the trip, visit
www.pdkintl.org/travel/Finland

Copyright © 2007 TrekEarth
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Cheers to a successful and focused new year for PDK membeaos Valentines Day. We will have our annual job skills work-

and peers! (It rhymes!)

PDK has a very talented group of members,
committed to sharing that vision and ex-
pertise with other educators. Our fall
workshop featured 10 experts giv-

ing their time to impact educators.

The vision we hold — with work-

shops, acclaimed speakers, and

projects — should be shared
with as many as possible. You
are a part of that vision, so put
our events on your calendar,
share your talents and inter-
ests, and bring your friends!
We can expand PDK mem-
bership and effectiveness by
letting others know about
PDK.

PDK Chapter 0101 has a myr-
iad of opportunities this
spring, including hearing Dr.
Mike Moses, at the Metroplex

shop on April 21 and our very fine awards banquet in May, to

honor those who have worked tirelessly for our
students and educators. If you have a nomina-
tion for a worthy individual, please let me
or Dr. Casey Brown know the name
and their contribution. Emails are
cvornberg@gmail.com or ca-
sey_brown@tamu-
commerce.edu

With NCLB under the micro-
scope in the legislature, school
funding debate and other hot-
button issues in education, we
know we are in a very interest-
ing time indeed. Phi Delta
Kappa is always at the fore-
front, with information and
educator development.

Sincerely,
Dr. Caroline Vornberg,
President



